EDINBURGH DOORS OPEN DAY, 26th September 2026
BRIEFING NOTES

The United Original Secession Church at 7 Victoria Terrace was opened in 1866.  From the foyer one ascended to the chapel itself, with seating and a high balcony facing the elevated pulpit on the south wall. 

The chapel was sold to the Boys Brigade in 1956: it was modified by Basil Spence Architects and reopened in 1960 as their Scottish headquarters with two gymnasia, one at the level of the main first floor chapel and another on the second floor, replacing the balcony.

The building was purchased by the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in 1987 and reopened in 1988 with a meeting room on the second floor and a hall on the first floor.

GROUND FLOOR
Victoria Street was constructed as a route from the Grassmarket to George IV Bridge in the 1830s, but Victoria Terrace in its present form came later. Upper Bow (on the west side of the building) used to be known as the West Bow – it offered a very steep route down to the Grassmarket, eventually closed by steps as it is today. 

The entrance from the Terrace to the chapel building was where it is today.  Today the foyer is a gathering area, providing access to the upper levels.

FIRST FLOOR
This used to be the main part of the chapel.  The pulpit was raised high against the south wall flanked by large windows; there were pews at each side and three rows in front of it.  Further rows of pews looked down from the balcony.  There was no organ and the minister conducted the service and delivered his sermon from the pulpit.

The floor area was reduced by the Quakers who constructed the first floor lobby and access by lift, as well as a new staircase to the second floor.

The hall opens into the Library beside which there is a kitchen and serving area and a passageway to two small rooms used as a children’s area and (currently) as a storage area.

Look out of the window on the right side of the library: the building opposite, in front of the yellow Riddells Court, is clearly old (look at the stonework).  It is believed to be what remains of Major Weir’s house.  It was incorporated into the chapel building as a toilet area.

SECOND FLOOR
[bookmark: _GoBack]This floor was put in by the Boys Brigade, being reached by a steep and narrow staircase ascending the east wall.  The new staircase and lobby were constructed by the Quakers.  Enjoy the view and the room’s tranquility!

(notes from John Phillips, September 2017)

