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Quakers in Edinburgh

	1655
	The earliest Meetings for Worship, in both Edinburgh and Leith, and a visit from George Fox in 1657

	1675
	Land purchased for a Quaker burial ground in the Pleasance

	1681
	The first Quaker Meeting House was rented in West Port

	1730
	A Meeting House was built in Peebles Wynd (Hunter Square), attended by 600 people

	1789
	City of Edinburgh bought the Meeting House to make way for construction of South Bridge

	1938
	Quakers purchased 28 Stafford Street (in the west end) and converted it for use as a Meeting House, with a large meeting room on the first floor

	1987
	The Stafford Street building was sold

	1988
	The first Meeting was held in November, in the former Kirk House, 7 Victoria Terrace.



Kirk House

Originally an area of tenements, Victoria Street and Victoria Terrace were first planned in 1827.  The Quaker Meeting House is at Number 7 Victoria Terrace.  It was built as a chapel for the United Original Secession Church, opening in 1866; the main part was at first-floor level, with a pulpit in the centre of the front wall and a gallery running round the back, looking down on it.  This was purchased by the Boys’ Brigade in 1960, as their headquarters.  A floor was provided at the mid-height of the chapel to provide a second-floor gymnasium; parts of the adjoining flats in Upper Bow were incorporated to provide additional rooms and a toilet block.

The Society of Friends installed a stairway to the second floor and a lift, as well as foyers for the main rooms on the first and second floors.

