EDINBURGH QUAKER MEETING HOUSE, 7 VICTORIA TERRACE, EDINBURGH

DOORS OPEN DAY, SATURDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER 2026

Briefing notes for volunteers

The Meeting House on Victoria Terrace will be open to the public from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Volunteers (who generally attend either Central Edinburgh Meeting or another Quaker Meeting in the Edinburgh area) have been signed up for two hour periods for welcoming visitors.  This timing is not precise: if you can manage a little longer, we shall be very grateful.

It is hard to know when visitors will turn up: last year they were spread out fairly evenly through the day, and mostly arrived in ones or twos (though one or two brought children with them).  The great majority had never been in a Quaker Meeting but had seen our building, or had heard about Quakers but knew little about Quaker lifestyles or beliefs. 

As welcomers, we have two jobs:
First, to welcome them, make them feel free to visit and look at the rooms that are open.
Second, to encourage them to ask questions about Quakerism or about current aspects of Quaker witness – and, indeed, to take part in discussion about these matters.

I am very grateful to all who have offered to help.  I have assigned everyone to a slot of two hours (or longer) but please do let me know if you would like to be present for longer or shorter, or different times.  In addition, please do bring a packed lunch or any other refreshments – the Bow Room will be open for your use!  One further point: if possible, please bring a name badge so that visitors to the building know whom they might approach.

1.  Ground floor: foyer
There should always be two volunteers here in order to welcome visitors: explain to them that the Meeting Room is on the second floor and the Hall on the first floor.  The visit should start at the top of the building.  Those who need to, should use the lift.  There are toilets and places to hang wet coats.
Questions: “Have you ever been in a Quaker MH before?  Do you know anything about Quaker faith?”
Please record visitors as they arrive – no details, just a number such as 1 or 2 in the half hour of their arrival.

2.  Meeting Room: second floor
Ascend to the top of the building – use the staircase (or the lift if required).  There will be three or more volunteers here.  But the main “social area” is in the Hall, downstairs.
Questions: What happens at a Sunday Meeting for Worship?  How many attend?  What does an hour of silence feel like?  Who speaks?

3. The Hall: first floor
Volunteers to welcome visitors here:  Explain about the original Church layout, and current use for social events, study groups etc; use by the local community for various events.
Note: use groups of chairs for having discussions; the notice board has information; coffee, tea and water to drink, biscuits; leaflets; children’s play table.
What do we learn from attending a Meeting for Worship with each other?

The rest of the building is not open to the public, unless accompanied by a volunteer.  The Bow Room is available for volunteers only (to escape from the visitors).  The rest of the first floor layout can be explained – the Library, the kitchen and the store rooms.  Also, the office rooms on the ground floor, and the residential flats in the rest of the building.

Visitors are welcome to take leaflets when they leave.  Note to volunteers: please make a note of which leaflets are taken (so that we can re-order them).  Please also let visitors know that they are welcome to return for an 11 a.m. Meeting for Worship on a Sunday.

Conversation topics
Obviously, visitors will vary a lot in terms of how much they want to chat with us, and also in terms of what their interests are.  Leaflets with information about Quakerism are available.
What do Quakers believe?
What do we do at a Meeting for Worship on a Sunday?
How do we deal with marriages, funerals etc?
How many Quakers are there in the Edinburgh area, or in our own Meeting?
How are Quakers organised in the UK and in other countries?

Do Quakers have common beliefs?  Here are some short notes on “Quaker testimonies”.
These are long-standing testimonies, which give us guidance by which we may lead our lives.  (References are to sections in the current version of “Advices & Queries”.)
Peace    			Advices & Queries 31
Simplicity   			Advices & Queries 41
Truthfulness and integrity   	Advices & Queries 37
Equality   			Advices & Queries 33
Sustainability   		Advices & Queries 42

Clearly, there is great diversity of experience, of belief, and of language… since we try to learn from others, is there any “crucial” Quaker belief?  We believe that all human beings share a spiritual component.  Depending on how we have been brought up, we may call this “God” or “conscience” or “empathy” or simply “care for others”.  Do we celebrate God’s presence through hymn singing, etc?  Not usually.  Silent meditation is found to be a better way of connecting with the transcendent.

The Meeting House at 7 Victoria Terrace
The first Quaker Meeting House in Scotland was built in the Pleasance in the 17th century.  The building is still there.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What is the origin of the building that we are using today?
When did we buy it and what changes have been made to it?

Leaflets are available about the origin of the building itself, and there are also some pages that give details of the history of Quakers in Edinburgh.
